
Peter Herdic House Hosts 
a Successful Evening

Gloria and Marcia Miele were 
brave enough to once again allow 
local celebrities to take orders and 
mix drinks at their restaurant on 
March 19, 2010. The tips these 
celebrity waiters and bartenders 
earn are donated to the Northcentral
Pennsylvania Conservancy, along 
with the proceeds of a raffle and 
silent auction.

This year local 
jeweler Ann McKay 
donated a beautiful gold ring set with 
an Indonesian carnelian for the jewelry 
raffle. The woman’s ring was designed 
with a filigree setting and was tried 
on by many a hopeful ticket buyer. 
Monica Turri was the lucky winner, and 
took the ring home with her that night.  

Bill and Sarmite Judson once again donated a
dinner at their Bastress farm for the silent auction.
The Judsons serve Latvian cuisine to their guests 
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Conserving working farms
and forests

Oil and Gas Leases that 
Pre-date the Conservation
Easement
Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy’s Board of
Directors and Staff are increasingly asked, “What is
NPC doing about Marcellus shale?” To help you
understand the various issues NPC faces with
respect to any oil and/or gas lease, or reserved right,
Carl Barlett (NPC board member and retired 
attorney) prepared the following explanation on 

precedence and how a pre-existing lease 
impacts a conservation easement.

With the advent of Marcellus 
shale natural gas exploration and 
production conservancies such as 
NPC face some complicated and 

unique challenges involving oil and 
gas leases which were in effect 
when the conservation easement 
was recorded. As a general rule, a

duly recorded lease of oil and gas rights will take
precedence over a subsequently recorded 
conservation easement. This legal principle is
applicable even if the later recorded easement 
prohibits drilling or production of oil and gas. In
other words, when an oil and gas lease is first, any
easement that comes afterwards takes a second
position to the lease.

Likewise, if oil and gas rights were “severed”
from the surface rights by reservation of the owner
or by sale via a deed of the oil and gas rights, 
the owner of the reserved rights would also take
precedence over a subsequently recorded 
conservation easement. Such reserved or deeded
oil and gas rights can be passed down from 
generation to generation by inheritance or sold to
new owners. The owner of the surface rights 
cannot unreasonably block the holder of the oil
and gas rights from getting to the oil and gas. 
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Rick Mason, the singing waiter, serenades Joy Walls 
during the NPC Celebrity Waiter Night.



Lochabar Set as Site of Spring Fundraiser
Ted and Judee Lyon will be hosting NPC at their property, Lochabar, on

May 23, 2010. The event will be held rain or shine and includes music by Carl
& Opal Schlappi, a geologic walking tour by John Way, and a wildlflower walk
by Sue Sprout. We’ll be under tents for cocktails and light refreshments, so
please dress for the weather. Reservations required and due by May 19, 2010.
Cost is $40.00 per person. To reserve a spot, call the office at 570-323-6222.
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Thus, unless land placed under easement is free
of existing leases, the terms of the easement, 
whatever they may be regarding oil and gas drilling
and production, will take a “back seat” to the rights
of the owner or the lessee of the oil and gas rights.

What is NPC’s role in such situations? Under IRS
and Pennsylvania law, NPC has a legal obligation to
protect and defend the terms of the easements it
holds even when there is a pre-existing oil and gas
lease or where mineral rights were reserved prior to
the easement. Although such reserved rights or 
pre-existing leases have legal precedence over the
terms of the easement, NPC will strive to work with
the landowner subject to the easement, the holder of
the subsurface rights, reserved or leased, and the gas
drilling and production companies to minimize the
effects on the land under easement. NPC’s role, in
such situations, is to work with all parties to achieve
the maximum protection of the conserved land.

This role can be carried out by NPC’s 
encouragement of the parties to enter into a Surface
Use Agreement (SUA) to minimize damage to the
surface during and after drilling and production. NPC
has developed a comprehensive SUA and will work
with the gas companies, lessors and landowners to
enter into such an agreement. Additionally, NPC 
will work with lessors who wish to work out 
modifications to existing oil and gas leases. Such
modifications or amendments may include 
non-surface development, greater environmental 
precautions, reclamation of surface disturbances,
and limitations on the size and number of well sites.
In general, NPC will take a pro-active role in 
assisting easement owners, mineral right holders
and production companies to best protect the 
conservation purposes of our easements. 
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as they relax on the porch watching the sun set and
the sheep graze. This year Nan and Allan Young
were the lucky winners.

Malcolm Barlow was kind enough to donate a
dinner at his farm near Muncy.  Malcolm’s home
was built in 1768 and retains an unelectrified dining
room. Jerry and Joy Walls teamed up with some of
their friends to purchase this dinner by candlelight. 

Peter Herdic House...

Thank you to all the celebrities who
helped make this year’s event a success!

• Jerry Allen, Lycoming College Theatre Department
• Rosanne Casale Bolsar, Fish Real Estate
• Rick Mason, PennDOT
• Tony Nardi, Fish Real Estate
• Tom Raup, Attorney
• Amy Shotwell, Verizon
• Mark Shuman, Clear Channel Communications
• Jerry Walls, Community Planning Consultant
• Dr. Mel Zimmerman, Lycoming College 

Cleanwater Institute

Oil and Gas Leases...

It’s
Magic!
It’s

Magic!

Celebrity Waiter Jerry Walls and attendee Trisha Marty
enjoying the evening.



MEMBERSHIP ACTIVITY • January 1, 2010 to April 30, 2010

Thank You...to all those who continue to support the work of the Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy

GENERAL MEMBERS

ELK ($5,000+)
George & Shirley Durrwachter

BOBCAT ($1,000- $4,999)
Matthew & Lisa Cramer

Wayne H. & Carol Scott Sr.

BLACK BEAR ($500- $999)
Tom Corbett

Dr. John & Jean Burks
Gordon & Margie Shaw

WHITE-TAILED DEER ($250- $499)
Herman & Molly Logue

Kevin Drewencki
Gilbert L. Maton

Stephen & Christine  Sleboda
Alvin H. Smith, Jr.

Richard & Susan Sprout

BLACK CHERRY ($100- $249)
Slate Run Sportsmen's Association

Bill & Pam Worobec
Richard & Grace Carey

Frank R. Comfort
Jay & Juli Alexander

Reneé Carey
Gary & Susan Harris

Joe Logue
Russell E. & Linda M. Campbell

Mr. & Mrs. Law Groner
Honorable Roger A. Madigan

Dale & Mary Bower

BLACK CHERRY (Cont’d.)
Peter & Christie Brooks
David & Donna Colley

Mr. & Mrs. Richard H. Confair
R. Jeffrey Coup

R. Max and Nancy Coy
James Holtzman

Rudy & Carol Kafer
John & Kathryn Kuryloski

Josephine Lewis
Lloyd Wilson Chp. 223 of Trout

Unlimited
Raymond M. Lyon

James & Cynthia Mackay
Steve and Deb Martin

Robert W. & Barbara McCullough, III
Mr. & Mrs. James Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Moore
Stuart & Judy Olinsky

Joseph A. Pecchia
Joseph H. Radley
Lance E. Robson

Henry & Donna Stutz
Albert & Judith Styrcula

Jim & Lynn Tooey
Rick & Cathy Torsell

Chalmer & Ruth Ann Van Horn
Dr. & Mrs. John Way

Jason & Chandra Weigle
George Windolph

RED OAK ($50- $99)
Daniel Brennan

Anthony C. Ferraro
Wayne Laubscher

RED OAK (Cont’d.)
Bill & Gerri Ann Danilowicz

Thomas Duck
Dr. Colson Blakeslee

Alvin C. & Betty Bush
Melissa Christ

Ned Coates & Gayle Peters-Coates
Henry F. Hartmann Jr.

Max Mitchell
George & Barbara Rizzo

Alex & Tracie Witter
Dennis E. Gilbert

Charles and Carol Hildebrand
Tim and Anne Holladay

Dorothy Yannaccone
George L. & Penny H. Bower

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Burns
Discalced Carmelite Nuns

Lois J. Clark
Kevin R. Cunningham

Duane Daniels
Ralph & Rosie Dotterer

Marian L. Fetter & Mark Kleinfelter
William & Karen Fry

William & Kelly Hastings
William B. Heffner III
Donald G. Holtzman

Harold & Shirley Loud
Edward & Judith Lyon

Malvern Benefits Corporation
Dr. & Mrs. Ira G. Masemore

John & Cynthia Metzger
Honorable Malcolm Muir

John Jr. and Charlotte  Person
Carol Pollard & Richard White

Linda Prior
Deborah Reeder

Stephen & Dorothy Schopfer
Roger & Nancy Shipley

Diane and John Sweeney
James & Pennie Vanderlin & Family

Dr. Dora E. Vandine
Charles & Margaret Wettling

Dan & Margery Wurster

SUGAR MAPLE ($35- $49)
Mike & Donna Bastian

George E. Farley
Dr. Douglas Wion
James L. Berkebile

Richard & Laurie Bojanowski
Eila & Jack Campbell

Joseph & Ginny English
Cody Ensanian

Leon & Rosella Hurst
Dr. Lester G. Kleckner

Laurel S. La Placa
Gerald & Colleen Lacy

SUGAR MAPLE (Cont’d.)
Bob & Pat McKernan

Mr. & Mrs. James R. Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. Chester Pribble

Bill & Ann Roll
Sam Shaheen

David & Barbara Weaver

WHITE PINE ($25- $34)
Rita Bocher

William Logue
Rebecca Baker

Mr. & Mrs. John L. Bruch Jr.
Bill & Eileen Burdett

Charles & Kay Chapman
Cush's Retreat, Inc.

Stacy Duffield
Dr. Robert Ecker

Rep. & Mrs. Mike Hanna
Robert & Margaret Hershey

Albert Hoffman
Barry & Shelly Jones

William & Barbara Kelly
Ken & Jane Light

Lycoming County Pomona Grange
Deen & Denise McKillips

Charlotte Mengel
Ann F. Rhoads

Stash & Helene Nawrocki
Susan O'Donnell

Raymond and Darlene Rathmell
Ed & Tink Reish

Clifford A. Rieders
Mr. Anthony C. Roland

John A. Troisi
Norman E. Wengert

Harold & Beulah Yerk

YEAR END APPEAL
E. Lee Bellinger  M.D.

Alfred W. Buck
Gregory Dwulet
Cody Ensanian

Nicole Faraguna
Mr. & Mrs. Law Groner

Wayne Laubscher
Charles & Fay Lindrooth

Alan Viani & Jane Morgenstern
Annie Sanders
Barbara Sonies

Rev. & Mrs. Larry Waltz

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Chesapeake Operating, Inc.

Bonita E. Hannis
King Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Perciballi

CORPORATE MEMBERS
Many thanks to our corporate members for their support of
NPC's mission. Please take note of those businesses which have
shown they care about the future of our communities with their 
corporate memberships and show YOUR support to them.

Osprey ($1,000- $1,999)

Alpine Club of Williamsport

Mark C. Oberheim DMD

American Kestrel ($500- $749)

Woodlands Bank

Small Business ($100- $499)
DCNR-Bureau of Forestry – Tiadaghton

Raup & Wiley, Attorneys at Law
Century 21/Wilkinson-Dunn Co.

Lonza Inc.
Radiant Steel Products Co.

Woolrich Inc.



Stream Habitat Restoration
Projects Set for Summer
Construction

The Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy,
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC), 
and the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) are partnering again this Summer
to wrap up the stream restoration grants that 
funded over 15 projects last summer and will be
funding at least 8 projects this spring.  

Due to the DEP grant expiring on June 30,
2010, waivers were obtained to begin the in-stream
work in May this year. There won’t be a lot of wet
wading during this construction season. The water
will be a little chillier than normal.

Projects will be taking place in Northumberland,
Montour, Columbia, Lycoming and Tioga Counties.
If you are interested in swinging a sledgehammer to
help out, we can get you in touch with the 
volunteer coordinator for the project in your area!

Northcentral Pennsylvania Conservancy
PO Box 2083
Williamsport PA 17703 
570-323-6222
http://www.npcweb.org/
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Lycoming College Students Research Loyalsock Creek Watershed
This spring, two Lycoming College students worked on collecting and organizing information and reports

on the Loyalsock Creek Watershed. The students, both senior biology majors, reviewed the reports, data, and
information Dr. Mel Zimmerman had in his files, and also used information from various reports, agencies,
and universities to fill-in gaps.

Amanda Thompson and Alyssa Taylor are biology majors at Lycoming College (well, by the time you read
this they may be Lycoming College alum – Graduation is May 9). This project gave them research experience
and provided NPC with a base of information on the watershed.  

NPC Staff Presents at 
the Pennsylvania Land
Conservation Conference

NPC Staff member Charlie Schwarz joined Mary
Felley from Countryside Conservancy and Mike
Uretsky from Delaware Highlands Conservancy for
the land trust panel of an all day seminar at the
2010 Pennsylvania Land Conservation Conference.
The seminar, “Land & Water Conservation in the
Marcellus Shale,” included presentations and infor-
mation from attorneys Dan Arthur, Steven
Schiffman, and Harry Weiss; Nathan Bennett and
Craig Chapman from DCNR; as well as Tim Kelsey
from Penn State Cooperative Extension. 

The land trust panel Charlie participated in
shared their experiences and perspectives on how
the exploration and development of Marcellus shale
is impacting land conservation work. Charlie will
again share his perspective with attendees of the
Annual Membership Meeting on June 9. 


